
 

North Central Highland Cattle Regional Show 

Super Points Show – September 21, 2024 

Show Manager: Melinda Cowell 507-213-0235  E-mail: beyondhopefarmmnllc@gmail.com  

Mower County Fairgrounds 

700 12th Street SW 

Austin, MN 55912 

 

All are invited to the Mower County Fairgrounds, located in Austin, MN, for the North Central Highland Cattle 
Association Regional Show. The North Central Highland Cattle Association Regional Show is a Super Points show 
allowing exhibitors to earn extra points toward the AHCA Roll of Excellence program. The show will be held 
Saturday, September 21, 2024.  

The fairgrounds are easily accessible off I-90 in south central Minnesota. This show prides itself as being a family 
oriented show with Junior show, Junior activities, and educational activities. The show venue will offer space for 
vendors and non-show exhibitors by making room for all Highland cattle breeders and enthusiasts to come and 
promote their wares in the spacious 100 x 200 foot cattle barn (see registration fees for vendors/non-show 
exhibitors). The grounds will open for arrival on Wednesday, September 18, at 10am, sale cattle must be in place 
by 2pm on Thursday, and show animals must be in place by by 5pm Friday night. For early arrival, please contact 
Melinda Cowell. Animals may leave at the conclusion of the open show and must be off the fairgrounds by 
11am on Sunday, September 22, 2024. 

Registration and payments can be done electronically. The online registration can be found at nchca.org. We 
would gladly send out paper registration and accept payment by check if the breeder/ farm contacts us at 
show@nchca.org. 

Females of Fall Sale Presented by NCHCA 

We have brought the NCHCA Show and Sale together in 2024 to make this a centerpoint event for the year.  If 
you have never consigned animals to one of the NCHCA sales in the past, we hope you will consider consigning 
this year. There is a lot of promotion going into this sale to draw quality buyers.  Participating in the sale is a 
great way to grow awareness of your farm and genetics.  If you have questions on consigning, you can visit the 
sale website at HighlandSale.org or email sale@nchca.org. 

mailto:beyondhopefarmmnllc@gmail.com
mailto:show@nchca.org


Schedule of Events 
Thursday (Sale consignors) 

• 2:00 pm  Animals in place (Vet checks at 3:00) 

• 5:00 pm  Consignor Meeting 

Friday (Females of Fall Sale): 
• All Day  Food trucks available for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

• 10:00 – 2:00 pm Sale animal viewing 

• 3:00 pm  Auction begins – Plager Building 

• 5:00 pm   Vet checks for any Friday arrivals 

• 6:00 pm  Food trucks & bar open – live music 

Saturday  

• 9 am: Junior show 
▪ The juniors may show any animal and they do not need to have the animal registered in 

their name with AHCA. Juniors are permitted to show heifers or steers. Juniors must be 
registered with AHCA, which is free to all juniors. 

▪ If juniors are showing animals from another farm, they must have that animal signed 
up as part of the junior entries 

• Junior Showmanship 
▪ Immediately following the junior show with four age brackets and a novice division 

• Junior Sovereign Heifer Classes 

• Junior Market Animal Classes 

• Lunch Break 
▪ Food Trucks outside the arena 

• 12 pm: Breeding Animal Open Show 
▪ Will start promptly at noon with a bagpiper playing as tradition dictates 
▪ Open show order: Cow/calf, heifers, bulls, group classes, sovereign heifers 

• Open Show Market Animal Classes 
▪ Jackpot market classes with half of the entry fee going toward the Jackpot for one 

overall market class winner. 

• 15 minute intermission at the conclusion of the Market Animal Show to allow for juniors to 
prepare for the costume class 

• Junior Costume Class following market show. Please stay for some laughs ☺ 

• Junior Meeting: after Open Show. Election of new junior board 

• Junior Photo after Junior meeting 

• Banquet, Awards Ceremony and Live Auction  

• Plager Building, Mower County Fairgrounds, Austin, MN 

• Buffet dinner. Bar will be open for cocktails.  

• Tickets must be purchased before the Sept 1st deadline. 
▪ Adult (Age 16 and up)  $25.00 
▪ Kids (Aged 4 -15)  $12.50  
▪ Kids (Aged 3 and under)    Free 
▪ Please sign up soon to help us plan for numbers 

As in the past, we ask for your generous donations of auction items and award sponsorships. We could not 
do this without the great volunteers and generous donations. Thank you! 

We look forward to seeing you at the show! 



North Central Highland Cattle Regional Show 
Super Points Show – September 21, 2024 
Mower County Fairgrounds, Austin, MN 

Classes may be split by birth dates to keep sizes manageable. 
Females 
Division 1 Intermediate Heifer Calf born May 1, 2024 to present 
Division 2 Junior Heifer Calf born Jan. 1, 2024 - April 30, 2024 
Division 3 Senior Heifer Calf born Sept. 1, 2023 - Dec. 31, 2023 
Division 4 Intermediate Yearling Heifer born May 1, 2023 - Aug. 31, 2023 
Division 5 Junior Yearling Heifer born Jan. 1, 2023 - April 30, 2023 
Division 6 Senior Heifer born Jan. 1, 2022 - Dec. 31, 2022 
 
Each class will have a Champion and Reserve Champion selected by our judge. A Grand Champion Female and Reserve Grand 
Champion Female will be selected from the above classes.  
 
Cow/Calf 
Division 7 Purebred cow/calf pair. Cow must be born Dec. 31, 2022, or prior. Calf must be the cow’s natural calf, still nursing, 

a maximum of 250 days old on show day. 
 
Bulls 
Division 8 Intermediate Bull Calf born May 1, 2024, to present 
Division 9 Junior Bull Calf born Jan. 1, 2024 - April 30, 2024 
Division 10 Senior Bull Calf born Sept. 1, 2023 - Dec. 31, 2023 
Division 11 Intermediate Yearling Bull born May 1, 2023 - Aug. 31, 2023 
Division 12 Junior Yearling Bull born Jan. 1, 2023 - April 30, 2023 
Division 13 Senior Bull born Jan 1, 2022 - Dec. 31, 2022, and under 3 yrs of age on show day. 
 
Each class will have a Champion and Reserve Champion selected by our judge. A Grand Champion Bull and Reserve Grand Champion 
Bull will be selected from the above classes. 
 
Group Classes 
The following classes are not part of the national point show program. Animals entered in these classes must be entered in the 
show. For classes 14, 15 and 16, offspring need not have the same owner. Write in entries the day of the show will be accepted. 
Notify the show secretary.  
Division 14 Purebred Get of Sire – 3 animals sired by same bull, either sex, any age 
Division 15 Purebred Produce of Dam – 2 animals from same dam, either sex, any age 
Division 16 Purebred Breeders Herd – 4 animals by one breeder. Need not be the current owner of animals 
 
Sovereign Females 
Sovereign classes are not part of the national point show program.  
Division 20 Sovereign Heifer born on or after January 1, 2023 
 
Market Animal Classes 
The following classes are not part of the national point show program.  
Division 1S Purebred Steer born on or after April 1, 2022 
Division 2S Crossbred Steer born on or after April 1, 2022 
 

Show Requirements 

1) Entries must be postmarked on or before September 7, 2024. Submission of entries online (including payment) is 
encouraged at nchca.org. Cancellations will not be eligible for refund. 

2) Entry fee is $40 per animal with initial straw bedding included. Entry fees for cows with calves at side are also $40 for the 
pair. If calf is shown in another class by itself, an additional fee of $40 is required. The entry fee is per animal, whether 
entered in one or more classes, including the junior show. Payment must accompany the entry forms.  

3) All animals must be in place by 5pm on Friday night and exhibitors should have appropriate livestock health papers and 
cattle ready for inspection by the show veterinarian. 

4) Exhibitors must be members in good standing of the American Highland Cattle Association or Canadian Highland Cattle 
Society. 



5) All open show breeding animals must be owned by the exhibitor and registered with the American Highland Cattle 
Association or Canadian Highland Cattle Society prior to participation in the show. No Pending Animals. 

6) Any animals registered in the Junior show must be first entered as an open show entry. 
7) Registration papers must be presented to show officials or AHCA representatives upon request. 
8) Tattoos must be legible and correspond to registration papers. 
9) Exhibitor’s number must be worn while showing. 
10) Exhibitors are required to post a card over each animal stting: Name, registration number, birth date, sire, and dam. 
11) Use of hormones or steroids in animals exhibited is prohibited. 
12) Purebred breeding animals may not be dehorned. 
13) A heifer is defined for sanctioned shows as a female that has not had a calf. A bull is defined for sanctioned shows as an 

intact male. 
14) Rule violations will be handled by AHCA, and they reserve the right to refuse any entry application. Each exhibitor also 

agrees to submit any entries to any inspection deemed necessary. 
15) Exhibitors agree to abide by the IAFE (International Association of Fairs and Expositions) National Code of Show Ring Ethics. 

Submitting the entry form signifies that all representatives of the farm agree to this. 
16) A calf in the cow/calf class must be the cow’s natural calf, still nursing, and a maximum of 250 days old. Both the cow and 

calf must be registered purebred Highland cattle. 
17) All bulls 12 months or older must be shown with a nose ring or nose lead. Note: We recommend bulls be experienced with 

nose ring or nose lead prior to showing the animal. 
18) All cattle must be double tied in stalls at night with neck ties or straps in addition to halters. 
19) The exhibitor is responsible for the health of their animals. Please do not bring sick animals to the show. If animals become 

sick during transport or at the show, please see the show managers for a quarantine area. The Show Committee has the 
right to call for the services of a veterinarian to treat any animal that is sick or injured if the exhibitor is not available. The 
fee must be paid by the exhibitor prior to release of the animal. 

20) Any animal deemed unconrollable by the Ring Steward will be exused from the show ring. 
21) The Show Committee reserves the right to remove or release any exhibitor not conducting his or herself in a courteous 

manner as a member representing the American Highland Cattle Association. 
22) Premier Breeder and Premier Exhibitor awards will be given to the breeder or exhibitor who has the highest number of 

points based on a maximum of the five highest placing animals in the single classes owned by the breeder or exhibitor. 
Points shall be awarded as follows: 1st-5 points, 2nd-4 points, 3rd- 3 points, 4th-2 points, 5th-1 point. No points will be 
awarded for Division or Grand Champions. Only registered pure and crossbred market animals and registered sovereign 
heifers will count toward the Premier Breeder and Exhibitor awards at ROE shows. 

23) In the event of joint ownership of an animal, Premier Breeder/Exhibitor points will be given to the  farm that 
entered/exhibited the animal unless specified prior to the start of the show. 

24) Registered and unregistered market animals (both pure and crossbred) and registered sovereign heifers will be included for 
the number of animals in a point show. 

25) Animals in group classes (get of sire, produce of dam, breeders herd, etc.) must be registered purebred Highlands.  
26) The Show Committee will use reasonable diligence to ensure the safety of the exhibitors after their arrival and placement, 

but in no case will they be responsible for any loss or damage done to, occasioned by, or arising from any animals or articles 
on exhibition. The exhibitors shall indemnify the Show Committee, AHCA, NCHCA, Mower County Fair Board and the 
Fairgrounds, and the Mower County Agricultural Society of all legal or other proceedings in regard thereto. The placing of 
any exhibits on the show grounds by any and all signifies their agreement to abide by this rule. 

27) It is neither the desire nor the business of AHCA to act as a showring policeman. It is, however within the scope of AHCA’s 
responsibilities to maintain the integrity of the breed and its breeders. This includes the promotion of the breed in an 
attractive public setting by both amateur and professional exhibitors, building camaraderie and participation among owners 
and enthusiasts, and encouraging the selection of highly productive cattle with attributes of the Highland breed. It is also 
within the scope of AHCA responsibilities to mediate and ensure the ongoing contentment within its constituency. 

28) With the continued growth of the North Central Show, please be considerate in keeping the show moving by having animals 
ready. Also be considerate of limited tie area in the “on deck” area of the show arena.  



Health Requirements 
1) See information below from the Minnesota Board of Animal Health. For current requirements please go to the 

Minnesota Board of Animal Health at http://www.bah.state.mn.us/ and click on import requirements or call 
them at 651-296-2942. 

2) NOTE: The Minnesota Board of Animal Health is continuing its policy that requires official identification of the 
animal. Please see the section titled “Official ID for importing cattle and bison into Minnesota” for the official 
identification options. The show veterinarian will be checking for this and will be tagging any animals that do not 
meet the requirement. This includes all market animals and applies to animals originating from Minnesota 
coming to the show. Also recall, the Minnnesota Board of Animal Health instituted a permit number policy. This 
will require your veterinarian to call for a permit number prior to completing the certificate of Veterinarian 
Inspection form. 

3) Minnesota Board of Animal Health 
See Import regulations- Cattle and Bison (Updated April 18, 2018) 
Cattle and Bison imported into Minnesota must be accompanied by a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI), 
be official identified and have an import permit. 
The Certificate of Veterinary Inspection must list the individual identification number of each animal in the 
consignment, along with the information listed above. 
To request an import permit for cattle entering Minnesota, please call the Minnesota Board of Animal Health 
main line at 651-296-2942. 
Information that will be collected and required in order to obtain a free import permit include: 
▪ Name, address and telephone number for the veterinarian issueing the Certificate of Veterinary 

Inspection (CVI);  
▪ The CVI number;  
▪ Name, address and telephone number of the origin of the cattle; 
▪ Name address and telephone number for the destination of the cattle (destination refers to the physical 

locatioin the cattle will be residing at and not a business or home address); 
▪ The Board will also require information on the type of official identification that has been used on the 

cattle. 
 

Exhibition Requirements 
1) All cattle of all ages and classes entering Minneosta for exhibition purposes require a CVI, official ID and an 

import permit. Please indicate these numbers on the registration forms. 
2) Cattle originating from parts of Michigan, Montana, Wyoming and Idaho must meet additional import 

requirements. Call the Board of Animal Health for more information. 
 

Other Show Information 
1) Farms are encouraged to promote their farms using farm banners/signs and identify animals. Exhibitors will be 

judged for the David Larson & Roger Weideman Memorial Herdsmanship traveling trophy for the best exhibitor 
space and their promotion of the breed including communication to the public. 

2) NOTE:  Initial shavings will be provided for bedding for each farm.Additional bags of shavings will be available for 
a fee. Straw, if desired, should be brought from home or may be available for purchase at Runnings Farm Store 
in Austin. 

3) No dogs are allowed on the fairgrounds. 
4) Barn must be empty by 11am Sunday, Sept. 22  to allow for cleaning. If you are not present to load your cattle 

and equipment, cattle will be put in the outside tie-outs and equipment will be moved to the outside of the 
building. 

5) Please be respectful of the space and place your garbage in the provided garbage bins. 
 

  

http://www.bah.state.mn.us/


Lodging (Please reserve early) 
• Double Tree (pool), Austin, MN: 507-433-1000 Double Queen: $139 plus tax. Reserve by 08/24 

• Americinn (pool) Austin, MN:  507-301-7472 Double Queen: $148 plus tax Reserve by 08/10 

• Cobblestone Hotel and Suites (pool), Austin MN: 507-433-9797 King Studio $129 plus tax, Double Queen $119 plus 
tax. Reserve by 08/18 

• Days Inn (no pool), Austin, MN: 507-433-8600 Double Queen $100 plus tax. Reserve by 08/15 
Camping available on fairgrounds $35/night; electric hook up, no water, restroom and shower facilities available in show 
arena. Reserve on entry form. 
 

Directions to the Fairgrounds 
We recommend taking exit 175 off I-90, no matter which direction you are coming from. Turn onto Oakland Ave. 
towards town (left if from the east, right if from the west). Take a right at the 2nd stop light onto 12th St. Turn right into 
the main entrance for the Mower County Fairgrounds. Go to the stop sign in the fairgrounds and take a right to the 
barns. 
 

Thank you to our show committee for making this possible: 
Melinda Cowell – Show manager 

Katie Baker    Todd Green     Randi Johnson      Michelle LeTourneau 
Sharon Lewis    Casey Pape    Jessie Webb    Cindy Weideman 

  



North Central Highland Cattle Regional Junior Show 

Junior Show 

▪ Participant must be a junior member of AHCA. There is no charge and all you need to do is contact AHCA to request a youth 
to be a junior member (under 21 years of age based on age as of Jan, 1 2024). Special consideration will be extended for 
persons with developmental disabilities to show in the junior show through age 26. 

▪ The animal must be a heifer born on or after January 1, 2022, and the animal does not have to be registered in the junior’s 
name for this NCHCA show. 

▪ To become a junior member in NCHCA, check the “New Member” box on the junior Show entry form and fill out the 
enclosed membership forms for both North Central and AHCA. 

▪ Classes will be set based on entries received 
▪ Showmanship classes will follow the heifer classes – any animal may be shown: bulls under one year of age, steers and 

heifers. 
▪ Costume class will follow the open show – Use your imagination ☺ 
▪ If juniors are showing animals from another farm, they must have that animal signed up as part of the junior entries. 

Junior Show Heifer Classes 
Division 1J Intermediate Heifer calf born Jan. 1, 2024 to present 
Division 2J Senior Heifer Calf born Jan. 1, 2023 - Dec. 31, 2023 
Division 3J Senior Heifer born Jan. 1, 2022 - Dec. 31, 2022 
 
A Champion and Reserve Champion will be selected from each of the above classes. A Grand Champion Female and Reserve Grand 
Champion Female Junior Show will be selected from the above classes. 
 
Sovereign Females 
Division 4J Sovereigh Heifer born on or after Jan 1, 2023 
 
Market Animal Classes 
Division 1JS Purebred Steer born on or after April 1, 2022 
Division 2JS Crossbred Steer born on or after April 1, 2022 
 
Youth Showmanship 
Any junior may participate in showmanship. They can be children, grandchildren, nieces/nephews, friends or neighbors. Just fill out 
the membership section on the entry form and they are ready to show! Must have animal secured prior to sending in entries. 
 
There will be 4 age divisions in showmanship: 

*Tiny Tot (7 and under)  *Junior (8-12)  *Intermediate (13-17)  *Senior (18-21) 
*note: age brackets may be adjusted based on entries  
Novice division: For juniors age 8 or older who are in their first or second year showng at the junior’s option. 



IAFE (INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS AND EXPOSITIONS) 

 CODE OF SHOW RING ETHICS 

Exhibitors of animals at livestock shows shall at all times deport themselves with honesty 
and good sportsmanship. Their conduct in this competitive environment shall always reflect 
the highest standards of honor and dignity to promote the advancement of agricultural 
education. This code applies to junior as well as open class exhibitors who compete in 
structured classes of competition. This code applies to all livestock offered in any event at a 
livestock show. In addition to the “IAFE Code of Show Ring Ethics,” fairs and livestock shows 
may have rules and regulations which they impose on the local, county, state, provincial and 
national levels. 

All youth leaders working with junior exhibitors are under an affirmative responsibility to do 
more than avoid improper conduct or questionable acts. Their moral values must be so 
certain and positive that those younger and more pliable will be influenced by their fine 
example. Owners, exhibitors, fitters, trainers and absolutely responsible persons who violate 
the code of ethics will forfeit premiums, awards and auction proceeds and shall be 
prohibited from future exhibition in accordance with the rules adopted by the respective 
fairs and livestock shows. Exhibitors who violate this code of ethics demean the integrity of 
all livestock exhibitors and should be prohibited from competition at all livestock shows in 
the United States and Canada. 

The following is a list of guidelines for all exhibitors and all livestock in competitive events: 

1) All exhibitors must present, upon request of fair and livestock show  officials, proof of ownership,
length of ownership, and age of all animals entered. Misrepresentation of ownership, age, or any facts
relating thereto is prohibited.

2) Owners, exhibitors, fitters, trainers, or absolutely responsible persons shall provide animal health
certificates from licensed veterinarians upon request by fair or livestock show officials.

3) Junior exhibitors are expected to care for and groom their animals while at fairs or livestock shows.

4) Animals shall be presented to show events where they will enter the  food chain free of violative
drug residues. The act of entering an animal in a livestock show is the giving of, consent by the
owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer and/or absolutely responsible person for show management to obtain
any specimens of urine, saliva, blood, or other substances from the animal to be used in testing.
Animals not entered in an event which culminates with the animal entering the food chain shall not be
administered drugs other than in accordance with applicable federal, state and provincial statutes,
regulations and rules. Livestock shall not be exhibited if the drugs administered in accordance with
federal, state and provincial statutes, regulations and rules affect the animal’s performance or
appearance at the event.

If the laboratory report on the analysis of saliva, urine, blood, or other sample taken from livestock
indicates the presence of forbidden drugs or medication, this shall be prima facie evidence such
substance has been administered to the animal either internally or externally. It is presumed that the
sample of urine, saliva, blood, or other substance tested by the laboratory, to which it is sent, is the
one taken from the animal in question, its integrity is preserved and all procedures of said collection
and preservation, transfer to the laboratory and analysis of the sample are correct and accurate and
the report received from the laboratory pertains to the sample taken from the animal in question and
correctly reflects the condition of the animal at the time the sample was taken, with the burden on the
owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person to prove otherwise.

At any time after an animal arrives on the fair or livestock show premises, all treatments involving the
use of drugs and/or medications for the sole purpose of protecting the health of the animal shall be
administered by a licensed veterinarian.



5) Any surgical procedure or injection of any foreign substance or drug or  the external application of
any substance (irritant, counterirritant, or  similar substance) which could affect the animal’s
performance or alter its natural contour, confirmation, or appearance, except external applications of
substances to the hoofs or horns of animals which affect appearance only and except for surgical
procedures performed by a duly licensed veterinarian for the sole purpose of protecting the health of
the animal, is prohibited.

6) The use of showing and/or handling practices or devices such as striking animals to cause swelling,
using electrical contrivance, or other similar practices are not acceptable and are prohibited.

7) Direct criticism or interference with the judge, fair or livestock show management, other exhibitors,
breed representatives, or show officials before, during, or after the competitive event is prohibited. In
the furtherance of their official duty, all judges, fair and livestock show management, or other show
officials shall be treated with courtesy, cooperation and respect and no person shall direct abusive or
threatening conduct toward them.

8) No owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person shall conspire with another
person or persons to intentionally violate this code of ethics or knowingly contribute or cooperate
with another person or persons either by affirmative action or inaction to violate this code of ethics.
Violation of this rule shall subject such individual to disciplinary action.

9) The application of this code of ethics provides for absolute responsibility for an animal’s condition
by an owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or participant whether or not he or she was actually
instrumental in or had actual knowledge of the treatment of the animal in contravention of this code
of ethics.

10) The act of entering an animal is the giving of consent by the owner, exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or
absolutely responsible person to have disciplinary action taken by the fair or livestock show for
violation of this Code of Show Ring Ethics and any other rules of competition of the fair or livestock
show without recourse against the fair or livestock show. The act of entering an animal is the giving of
consent that any proceedings or disciplinary action taken by the fair or livestock show  may be
published with the name of the violator or violators in any publication of the International Association
of Fairs and Expositions, including Fairs and Expos and any special notices to members.

11) The act of entering of an animal in a fair or livestock show is the giving of verification by the owner,
exhibitor, fitter, trainer, or absolutely responsible person that he or she has read the IAFE Code of
Show Ring Ethics and understands the consequences of and penalties provided for actions prohibited
by the code. It is further a consent that any action which contravenes these rules and is also in
violation of federal, state, or provincial statutes, regulations, or rules may be released to appropriate
law enforcement authorities with jurisdiction over such infractions.


